
              
      Scituate Home Rule Charter Commission   

 Meeting 24:Minutes 
         Wednesday,  April 17, 2019 at 6:30 pm*  

Scituate Senior Center*  
1315 Chopmist Hill Road, Scituate, R.I    

Approved April 24, 2019                

1. Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance.   Call to order at 6:34pm 

2. Roll call.  

Present: Ted Pryzbyla,  Erika McCormick, Mary Manning-Morse, Ruth  
Strach, Kirk Loiselle , Stephen Hopkins absent at roll call; arrives at 7:19.   
 Guest:  John Marion, Director of Common Cause 

Absent:  Terry Nolin, Steven Brannigan, Brian Carpenter  
  Atty Brochu not in attendance 

3. Approval of minutes of  April 3 & April 10.  

April 3:  Motion to approve – Erika 
                2nd  Kirk 
               Approval – Unanimous 
April 10:  Table until next meeting 
  

4. Guest John Marion, Director of Common Cause R.I., will discuss possible 
election procedures including but not limited to: partisan/non-partisan, 
district/ at large, terms limits, etc. Mr. Marion will also discuss possible 
ethics provisions for charters and state ethics laws.  

John explained Common Cause, its background and present task of  focusing  
on the process on how laws are made, campaign finance, election issues, etc.      

In answering the question about how “unaffiliated” candidate can appear on the 
ballot, John cited  17-19-9.1 in state law which says that a candidate cannot 



have more than 3 words after  his/her name on the ballot and it can not be the 
name of any recognizable political party.    

Ruth asked about term “bi-partisan” or can multi-partisan, for example, be 
used? John agreed to follow up with the secretary of state on that question. He 
noted that  the natural conflict between the parties keeps both parties honest. 

Discussion continued with partisan/non-partisan: progressive movement at 
turn of century saw rise of non-partisan and town administrator/manager 
government. Gives the example of  Nebraska: – even though nonpartisan, 
people still know who is with which party. Says nonpartisan was very trendy 
100 years ago.Significant number of cities and towns in RI have nonpartisan 
elections for school board but does not seem to be a usual change when 
charters are up for review.   Ruth added that she saw approx. 8 town/cities 
with nonpartisan elections. 

Other items Mr. Marion brought forth: 
 ~RI is only one of 3 states that allow party endorsement on the ballot; 
 ~RI law gives a lot of discretion to parties; results in very strong parties; 
 ~At local level a party endorsed candidate has an advantage on the ballot; 
 ~If nonpartisan elections, then no primary necessary; 
 ~Ruth asked for clarification on number of candidates in nonpartisan 
elections.  John: you could have a large number of candidate;   
 ~Generally speaking in partisan elections, the unaffiliated do not win; 
     ~Responsible party government theory is that party platforms provide 
discipline among their candidates. At the local levels, the above matters less. 
                             
Alisha Kelley (audience) 
Danielson Pike 
- Agreed with John on party platforms 

John suggested that it might be valuable to speak with nonpartisan  towns in 
RI if we are thinking of making that change for our town.  

Steven Venditelli (audience) 
32 Cook Drive 
-  Are we bound by the state or federal level or can we use various forms of 
voting (rank choice, single transferable vote, etc.)? 
           



 John discusses these terms and notes that if you think you want the prevailing 
winner to have 50% or more of the vote, at-large elections will not give you 
that. District voting will favor higher percentages. 

Mary asked if more people run for office in nonpartisan elections.   John will 
research that. 

Erika asked about the socio-economic issues for candidates without party 
support to run for election, i.e. financial constraints.  John replied that he had 
not considered that aspect. 

John :  Districts can become fiefdoms. 

MichaelSteiner (audience) 
 “Hatch act” – certain federal employees cannot run in partisan elections.  
Federal employees can contact a federal office for clarification 
Certain state employees also can be restricted from running. 

John states that  Nebraska shows  that you can have nonpartisan  elections but 
the politics will always be there. 

Alisha Kelley(audience) 
- says  that democrats did not receive much money from the state democrats.   
She does not agree that nonpartisan is an economic barrier in Scituate. 

John  notes that with districts you must adjust them every 10 years. Charter 
would need a mechanism on who would adjust the boundaries.  Suggested 
town planner could probably help with this. Ruth expressed her views 
regarding districts and her thoughts that they would be divisive in this town.                
John notes that districts can be combined with at-large. 

John states that  his organization has position against term limits.              
They empower lobbyists and staffers because they will have more seniority 
than elected officials but notes that this is not an issue on the local level. 

In a one party state, term limits might have benefit. Advises if you do them, do 
not do them short.  Will result in a lot of instability.  Maine has had issues 
with this. 



John on Ethics: 
1. Some communities have created ethics commissions.  He feels it is 

redundant to the state ethics commission.   You could reinforce that point 
in the charter. 

2. Some towns ban some activities such as dual office holding which are not 
addressed in the state ethics code.    See Portsmouth charter.  Art 9 sec 901. 

3. Open Governement – Judge Brandeis said that sunshine is the best 
disinfectant  

Pam Carosi (audience) 

- asked how many town have charters .  Members of the commission replied. 

Commissioners thanked John Marion for his presentation and discussion. 

5. Discussion and/or action on Article 4: Elections.  

Ruth distributed a draft of Art 4.  Strike “general” from section heading. 

Sec 401.  Alisha Kelly confirmed concurrent is every 2 years but encouraged 
just “even-numbered years”. 

Sec 402.  good. State law. 

Sec 404  Strike section – check with Wyatt 

Sec 405.  Alisha Kelley cites Title 17-8-1  and affirms using the word 
bipartisan. 

Erika- many merits to both sides of partisan/nonpartisan elections.         
Charters evolve with the town. Extract basics from present charters and stay 
with these. This charter needs to grow with us 

Ruth – emphasized that this charter is a framework 

Alisha Kelley- asked about time to review/amend charter   Ruth gave an 
outline of our considered amendment procedure 



Steven Venditelli- will a full charter be presented to the public at one of the 
last meetings?   Ruth replied that there will be at least 2 public hearings and 
public input will be considered even then.  

6. Topic and research assignments for Meeting 25: April 24.  

Distributed via email.  Ruth reviewed assignments.  Ruth distributed a copy of 
Mary’s spreadsheet for general provisions.   May 15 for a public presentation 
at Hope Elementary School. Town Council agenda for the 4th Thursday in 
May 

7. Audience comments.  

Steven Venditelli– wanted to address removal of town officers for cause ; 
gave history of Mandarin removal for cause  

8. Adjournment   Motion Ted 

                        2nd Kirk 
                        Vote- unanimous 

Submitted by Mary Manning-Morse, acting as recording secretary. 
                       


